
 

 

Year 13 History: Long/Medium Term Plan 2015/2016 

 

AQA Y315: The Changing Nature of Warfare 1792–1945 (LYS) OCR Topic Based Essay, The French Revolution (GCY) 
 

Half Term 1: September/October 
 
 
Content: The impact of factors directly related to the conduct of war.  
 

 General-ship and its impact 

 quality of soldiers including professional armies and volunteers and their 
impact; 

 the development of strategy, the aims of campaigns and their 
determination 

 the development of tactics, shock tactics, cult of the offensive; 

 the work of military theorists; 

 The concept of ‘Total War’, the involvement of civilians, casualties 

 Depth Studies 
 

Assessment: essay questions.  
 

Half Term 1: September/October 
 
Skills - Researching, referencing, critically assessing historiography 
Extended essay writing 
 
Content - The End of the Ancien Regime 
 

 The Estates General -issues with voting and the National and constituent 
assemblies 

 The Revolt in Paris - Popular reaction 

 The Revolution in the Provinces - local responses 

 Dismantling the Ancien Regime - The August Decrees and the Declaration 
of the Rights of Man 

 The Reaction of the Monarchy - Louis XVI 
 
 
 
Assessment - One comparative question.  One reduced enquiry. 
 
 

Half Term 2: November/December 
 
 
Content: The Impact of Technological Change. 
 

 Industrialisation and technology 

Half Term 2: November/December 
 
Skills - developing critical analysis and judgement.  Extended written responses 
 
Content: The Constitutional Monarchy, reforming France, 1789-92 and War 
Revolt and the overthrow of the monarchy, 1792-3 



 developments in communication and transport including telegraph, radio, 
telephone and radar, steamboats, railways, internal combustion engine; 

 Development of weaponry including the rifle, artillery developments, 
machine gun, tanks, aeroplane. 

 Depth Studies 
 
Assessment: past essay questions 

 

 The Reform programmes of the National Assembly 

 The rise of the Jacobins and the Cordeliers 

 The emergence of a republican Movement 

 The outbreak of War 

 The overthrow of the Monarchy 

 The Republic at War 1792-3 
 
Assessment - 1st draft of Topic Essay 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Half Term 3: January/February 
 
 
Content: Planning and Preparation. 
 

 The effectiveness of alliances and military plans; 

 Developments in the organisation, command and control of armies. 

 Depth Studies 
 

Assessment: past essay questions 
 

Half Term 3: January/February 
 
Skills - developing critical analysis and judgement.  Extended written responses 
 
Content: Government by Terror, 1793-4,  The Thermidorian Reaction and the 
Directory, 1794-9 
 

 Emergence of government by Terror 

 The Dominance of the sans-culottes 

 the impact of the terror 

 The Dictatorship of the Committee of Public Safety 

 The overthrow of Robespierre 

 The Thermidorian Reaction 

 The Directory 

 The Coup of Brumaire and the overthrow of the Directory 
 
Assessment - 2nd daft of the Topic Essay 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Half Term 4: March/ April 
 
 
Content: The relationship between domestic factors and warfare. 
 

 The organisation of the state for war, recruitment, the procurement and 
delivery of supplies, the scale of war, government intervention; manpower 
and resources. 

 public opinion, morale, patriotism and the impact of mass literacy, 
franchise and the popular press, censorship; 

 Conscription; manpower and resources. 

 economics and the cost of war, the mobilisation of the economy, mass 
production; 

 Depth Studies 
 

Assessment: Two past questions 

Half Term 4: March/ April 
 
Skills - developing critical analysis and judgement.  Extended written responses 
  
Content: the impact of the Revolution and Napoleon, Consulate and Empire 
 

 The dismantling of the Ancien Regime 

 The economy 

 The French army and warfare 

 The territorial impact of the Revolution. The ideological impact of the 
Revolution. 

 The Napoleonic System in France 

 The establishment of the Napoleonic Empire 

 The creation of the Napoleonic Empire in Europe 

 The downfall of the Empire 
 
Assessment:  Final submission of the Topic Essay 
 

Half Term 5: May/June 
 

- Revision  

Half Term 5: May/June 
 

 Deadline for historical enquiry is 15th May 
 

 Revision for Warfare unit to be completed until students leave 
 
 
 
 
 

 


