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 School eLetter Friday 5th April 2019
Term Dates 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Congratulations to students Callum, Jayden, Nathan and Thierry who won the heats for the Reg Johnson Young
Chef, judged by Paul Heathcote & Graham Floyd. The students have qualified for the finals having impressed and
excelled at the competition against a number of other local schools. Elsewhere the school orchestra has been to the
Orchestra for All event in Manchester. The event brings students from across the region together to perform with
Modulo members and the BBC philharmonic. Last week students received a masterclass from two members of the
BBC philharmonic ahead of the Orchestra for All event which they will also be able to apply to the upcoming school
summer concert. 

Next half term Years 8, 9 and 11 are going to trial how effective the texting home of demerits are. From 22nd April
2019 you will not receive text messages from Heads of Year for behaviour demerits, you will be able to view students’
behaviour demerits and teaching staff’s comments on Moodle.  Heads of Year will still send out the positive text for
three or more merits received in one day. If you require new login details for Moodle please contact your child's
Mentor.

The school has been running an Easter Egg Appeal for Royal Preston Hospital. Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to the appeal over the last week. The donation will be taken to the hospital on Friday 5th April so if you
would still like to donate please bring your Easter eggs to the Year Leaders office by mentor time tomorrow morning. 

Thank you to those of you who have registered an account with National Online Safety following the letter we shared
in a recent eLetter. For anyone who hasn’t registered but would like to, please click hereOnce you have registered,
you will be able to access the “Online Safety for Parents and Carers’ course and National Online Safety’s Resources
(which includes 50+ online platform guides on the latest social media channels and games). This aims to help
empower parents with the knowledge to protect their children from the dangers of the internet.

Please find attached to this e-letter, a slightly longer update on school developments. Also attached to this e-letter is
the pring edition of the school magazine. 

School will close at 1.25pm on Friday 5th April and will reopen at 8.55am on Tuesday 23rd April. I wish you and your
families a very happy and peaceful Easter break.   

Important Dates:
School Closes Friday 5th April at 1.25pm 
School Opens Tuesday 23rd April 8.55am
School Closure Monday 6th May
Year 7 Parents' Evening 9th May 4pm- 6.30pm                              

Best Wishes,  

Andrew Waller Headteacher
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Headteacher’s Termly update – April 2019 
 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 
Every term I try to provide a more detailed update of school developments to keep you informed. As we 
prepare to finish for the Easter break, please find below some information on various aspects of school. I 
would like to thank parents and carers for their continued support of the school and it is really pleasing to 
see that 225 places have been offered for September 2019’s Year 7. 
 
Student Progress 
 
It is very pleasing to see that mock results in Year 11 show definite progress on previous years and I hope 
this has given our students the confidence they need as they prepare for exams starting in only three 
school weeks. Every subject is now fully engaged with revision in class time. There are a number of subjects 
running classes over Easter, lunch time and after school intervention classes continue after the break and 
students’ individual timetables for the exam period will begin on May 10th. I hope that all exam students in 
both Years 11 and 13 use the Easter break wisely as this really is an important time for revision.  
 
Post 16 and the school name 
 
We only have 26 students remaining in the Sixth Form and they will shortly be taking their final exams and 
leaving us for university places, apprenticeships and employment. It is a sadness that this will be the last 
Post 16 cohort at Carr Hill but moving forward we will continue to use the Post 16 expertise and subject 
knowledge we have as a staff to focus on embedding a challenging curriculum that best prepares our 11-16 
students for their qualifications and next steps. From September, Governors have agreed that the name of 
the school will simply be ‘Carr Hill High School’. Students can continue to wear uniform with the current 
school name until it needs replacing and stocks in the uniform shop have run out. 
 
Quality of Education 
 
The school is due to be inspected again sometime between December 2019 and May 2020 and as you may 
be aware that will be under a new inspection framework which Ofsted is currently consulting on. Within 
the new framework there is meant to be slightly less emphasis on published data. As staff and Governors 
we have been looking very carefully at the expectations of the new framework with its emphasis on the 
‘quality of education’ being delivered through the curriculum. We are in the process of updating our 
curriculum policy and every faculty is reviewing its curriculum to ensure that the sequence of learning is 
appropriate, that there is an emphasis on the knowledge that has to be learned and that the assessment 
and reporting system is fit for purpose. We have secured the services of a former secondary headteacher 
who works as an Ofsted Inspector to work with us and he began the term back in January with an excellent 
training session for all staff. He will be leading training for Governors on April 4th. 
 
 
 
 
 



Attendance and Behaviour 
 
School attendance currently stands at 94.5% which is in line with national averages but short of our target 
of 96%. I would ask that as parents/carers you do avoid any unnecessary absence for your sons and 
daughters. As always, I remind you that as a school we do not authorise holidays in term time and will ask 
the Local Authority to issue penalty notices when there are 10 sessions (5 days) of unauthorised absence. 
There is a very direct link between school attendance and academic progress and so we will always be very 
vigilant regarding attendance aiming to work with yourselves to ensure the best possible attendance.  
 
I would also ask your support in any sanctions issued by the school. Staff want the best for all students and 
expect the best of them. Where students fall short of that then it is entirely appropriate that there are 
restorative conversations and discussions. However sanctions are also an important part of any discipline 
system in school, as they are at home, and we need to work together to ensure these happen. School has 
the right to impose detentions and only has to inform parents/carers. Where a student fails to attend a 
Year Leader’s detention for no reason, then that is escalated and the Headteacher’s detention on a Friday 
evening can last till 5pm. 
 
If you do have need to contact a member of staff regarding an issue in school could I ask that you do always 
phone or email to make an appointment. We occasionally have parents/carers turning up in reception 
expecting to be able to see a member of staff immediately but you will appreciate that this is not usually 
possible. We will always aim to meet as soon as possible and address concerns raised. 
 
Staffing 
 
Earlier this term, Mr James Myers was promoted to be the permanent Subject Leader for Maths. After 
Easter our Maths Faculty will be joined by a new permanent member of staff, Mr Lee Topping, who will 
become one of the 2 Assistant Faculty Leaders. At Easter we say goodbye to Mr Adam Brown who has been 
our music teacher for the past two and a half years and we thank him for all he has contributed and the 
huge amount of time he has given to extra-curricular opportunities for students. Mr Brown is moving to a 
promoted post and for the summer term we have Ms Elizabeth Holland until we are joined permanently by 
Ms Caroline Cross in September. In June we will be joined by another experienced teacher, Mrs Saoirse 
Altham, who is moving here to take up a permanent post as teacher of Chemistry. Miss Rebecca Kealey has 
been appointed permanently to teach Geography; Miss Amber Chauhan (a former student) to teach Maths 
from September and Miss Hannah Swarbrick to teach English. 
 
Chrome books 
 
Over the past four years we have operated a Chrome book scheme which has been managed internally by 
the school’s admin, IT and finance staff. There have been many advantages to this scheme but, as school 
finances become more challenging, it is increasingly difficult to have the infrastructure to manage the 
scheme in school. We have also faced a number of non-payment issues. As a result we looked at the 
possibility of employing the services of a company to manage a scheme but this made costs considerably 
higher. We also looked at alternative devices but there were concerns regarding our ability to safely mange 
access through the school’s IT system. We did go out to consultation with Year 7 parents on a way forward 
but only received 30 responses and these were divided. As a school we have therefore decided to 
discontinue the Chrome Book scheme from current Year 7 but will continue to use the devices with year 8-
11.  



Finances 
 
School budgets nationally continue to be a challenge and there is no sign of any significant change to this 
from the Government. As a result of prudent financial management we have not gone into deficit in 2018-
19 and we are on track to avoid a deficit in the next financial year. Governors will meet on April 24th to set 
the budget for 2019-20. Thank you to all parents and carers who have generously supported us with 
voluntary financial contributions this year; we will be asking for further support in the coming academic 
year. 
 
Parents Forum 
 
Miss Jordinson, the Deputy Headteacher, runs the Parents’ Forum every half term. This group of parents 
provides a sounding board and discussion on school developments and Miss Jordinson is seeking new 
members. If you would like to be involved, please contact her on ajordinson@carrhill.lancs.sch.uk 

 
With best wishes for Easter. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
  
Andrew Waller 
Headteacher 
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Andrew Waller
Headteacher

One of the important ideas in our mission 
statement is that of ‘aspiration’. We want all our 
students to have high ambitions for themselves 
in their learning and for their future. It is therefore 
really encouraging to read about the success of 
some of our recent past students in this edition of 
the magazine. I hope that such examples really 
do inspire our current students to have a ‘can do- 
will do’ attitude. I look forward to reading more 
such stories in future editions.

It is a real pleasure to see our new senior prefects 
in the magazine and these students really did 
impress the staff who interviewed them. It is the 
first time that these senior roles have been taken 
by students in Year 10 and while that is a further 
reminder that we will no longer have the Sixth 
Form after this academic year, it provides real 
leadership opportunities for our main school 
students. We have over 60 Year 10 students who 
put themselves forward for a prefect role over 
the next 12 months and I am sure these students 
will be real role models for younger pupils in the 
school.

Elsewhere in the magazine you can read the 
highlights of what has been a busy term. These are 
just a sample of the 30 or so extra curricular trips 
which have taken place so far this year. As always 
I am grateful to the staff who give of their time so 
generously to lead these activities, allowing our 
students to access experiences locally, nationally 
and internationally. The value of such 
experiences to add to formal learning in a classroom can never be underestimated. It is also a 
pleasure to read extracts from our student authors and, as I have said in previous newsletters, the 
importance of reading and encouraging students to read is a really crucial aspect of a good 
education. I can only encourage you to promote reading with your own sons and daughters.
Finally we have a spotlight on Dance which is an absolute strength in our school as seen in the 
hugely professional and successful dance show back in February. The talent of so many of our 
students, both boys and girls, in the field of dance is quite remarkable and an aspect of our 
school which we really do value. Dance is a very successful KS4 and Post 16 qualification here at 
Carr Hill but offers students so many opportunities through extra-curricular clubs, trips and the 
possibility of external performances.

As we come towards the holidays when the Christian community celebrates the Resurrection of 
Jesus, I wish you and your families a very happy and peaceful Easter.
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Carr Hill host festival to celebrate Reading and Writing
Carr Hill High School delivered its first 
festival dedicated to 
celebrating the importance of 
reading and writing this term. 
Working alongside two other local 
schools, St Bedes Catholic High 
School and Lytham High School, as 
part of the Lancashire based 
initiative, ‘We are Reading’, Carr Hill 
students took part in the ‘We are 
Reading’ Festival.

The festival, and initiative as a whole, was designed to encourage reading and creative writing 
amongst students. The day included visits from three famous authors who delivered a mix of 
writing masterclasses, interactive workshops and biographical talks.  
 
Year 8 Edward said: “The workshop I took part in was really interesting and fun. I can also use the 
creative writing techniques I learnt during the workshop to improve my writing.”

Carr Hill students Make-It to 
BAE Final
A team of Year 9 students were awarded second place 
at the BAE Systems Make-It Challenge qualifying for the 
grand final at Manchester Airport.

Carr Hill’s team competed against 15 local schools and 
the students rose to the challenge of designing and 
marketing a UREV(unmanned rescue and emergency 
vehicle) to be deployed. Each of the eight Carr Hill 
students took on a role for the task including: Managing 
Director, Marketing and Sales Manager, Quality 
Control, Logistics Manager, Financial Manager and 
Production Manager. 

Together the students created a prototype for their UREV, calculated the costs (under a strict 
budget), a marketing strategy and a pitch. The students had to deliver their pitch to a panel of 
independent judges who assessed team work, ideas, communication, presentation delivery and 
asked additional questions to the group. The students had just two minutes to present their idea 
which was called the “Life Pod”.

Carr Hill students attend 
Aristotle Lecture
Students were invited to Blackpool Sixth Form 
College to attend a lecture given by Professor 
Edith Hall, a British scholar of classics and Professor 
at King's College, London.

Year 9 and 10 attended the lecture which focused on Aristotle and why he is the most 
important man in the entirety of human history. Students will be able to use the information they 
learnt at the lecture throughout their GCSE Religious Studies course.The lecture also gave students 
a taster of the sort of topics which are likely to be explored during A Level Religious Studies, 
Philosophy and Classics courses.
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Term Highlights

Carr Hill students share music with local primary school

Year 10’s spent the afternoon at Strike Lane Primary School performing for the students. Carr 
Hill students performed two Beatles songs and a Bob Marley song to fit in with what Strike Lane 
pupils had been learning about recently. Following this, Carr Hill students gave Strike Lane pupils 
the opportunity to try out their instruments including the keyboard, the bass, the acoustic guitar 
and the drums. Strike Lane pupils also performed two songs to Carr Hill students and staff.

Carr Hill students rise to maths challenge
Carr Hill students travelled to Blackpool 6th Form 
College to take part in a maths challenge alongside 
other local secondary schools.

A team of Year 10’s and a team of Year 8’s 
participated in the competition using their existing 
mathematical knowledge and covering new areas of the 
subject. The rounds included one which was based on 
‘Decision Maths’- an A-level topic. Students were tasked 
with reading information about this topic and then 
answering a series of questions based on it. The team
performed well across all rounds and came out victorious in the round which involved a series of 
questions and having to determine if the answer was higher or lower to reach the next question. 
Students also partook in a relay style round where each pair in the group had to confirm their 
answer before the next pair could use that answer to continue.

Sportshall Athletics success for 
Year 7 and 8
Carr Hill High School returned to 2019 Wyre and 
Fylde Sportshall Athletics competition with Year 7 
and 8 boys and girls teams and enjoyed 
another year of success.

Year 7 girls placed second in their overall 
competition, whilst the boys came forth in their 
competition. Meanwhile, the Year 8 boys placed 
third and Year 8 girls placed fourth in their 
competitions.

The total team scores were as follows: Year 7 Girls 
203pts, Year 7 Boys 227pts, Year 8 Girls 235pts, 
Year 8 Boys 231pts.  
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Carr Hill Alumni
Four former Carr Hill students tell us about their journey to successful careers in Law, Engineering,
Policing and Teaching.

What does a day in your job entail? My hours are 9am-5pm and the majority of my day is spent 
in the office. Day to day duties include meeting with clients and taking their instructions, drafting 
leases and contracts, dealing with large money investments and corresponding via telephone, 
letter or emails with clients, other Solicitors and Banks. 

What is the best thing about your job? I mainly work in property law so my job satisfaction is 
helping clients purchase their dream homes or businesses. I also enjoy representing clients in 
disputes and getting the outcome they desired. 

What is the most challenging thing about your job? The law is changing on a daily basis so it is vital 
that I am always up to date with the area of law I am dealing with to ensure I am properly 
advising my clients. I also have a workload of approximately 90 cases at a time so it is a challenge 
to manage my time efficiently. 

What advice would you give to anyone who would like to work in your industry? Get as much 
work experience as you can early on! If you are unable to secure work experience within a 
solicitor’s office, attend public galleries at Magistrates or Crown Court or apply for voluntary roles 
even if they are not legal based. It takes six years to qualify as a Solicitor so you need to make 
sure you have a taste for it already and know that it is definitely what you want to do. Also, there 
is a legal apprenticeship route to becoming a solicitor, although this is still very new and they are 
like gold dust to find! It is a good time for those of you interested in becoming a Solicitor as there 
is a major change coming in over the next couple of years called the Solicitors Qualifying Exam 
which removes the requirement to pass the Legal Practice Course. It will be a cheaper and faster 
route to becoming a Solicitor, so keep an eye out for this being approved! 

What qualifications did you need and how did you apply? I received 11 GCSE’s all B-C 
and 3 A-levels (A-C) at Carr Hill. I then did a four year Master of Laws degree which 
incorporated LLB(Hons) with the Legal Practice Course, both at UCLAN and 
graduated a Master of Law (2:1). On my training contract, I had to pass the Practical 
Skills Course which is a financial and business exam. I started off as a part-time legal 
assistant and then progressed to a paralegal, working flexible hours alongside my 

Jessica, Master of Law. Trainee Solicitor at Marsden Rawsthorn Solicitors – 
qualifying December 2019. 

Amber, Trainee teacher at Edge Hill University, Teacher of Maths at Carr Hill 
from September 

What qualifications did you need and how did you apply? To be a teacher I needed 
a degree. My degree took three years and the teacher training element was 
included so I did not need to do an extra year at university. I applied for the job of 
Maths teacher whilst working as a trainee at Carr Hill. My lesson was observed and I 
had an interview.

studies. Once I graduated university, I was offered a training contract within my firm which is the 
remaining two years of training on the job required to qualify as a solicitor.

What does a day in your job entail? Teaching Maths from Year 7 to 11. The job also involves staff 
meetings, marking and planning lessons as well as pastoral duties. 

What is the best thing about your job? Sharing my passion for Maths and helping students to
succeed and believe in themselves. No two days are the same which is great!

What is the most challenging thing about your job? Getting students to believe in themselves and 
learning names can be a challenge! 
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Carr Hill Alumni

What is the best thing about your job? The best thing is getting to experience all different aspects 
of the business. I was always worried about having to decide on the role I would have to take, 
but within this job you don’t do that. The course is structured so you learn all of the relevant skills 
required for the business, then you get to experience different sections of the business through 
placement. You can explore different roles and decide which is best for you. BAE also fund your 
studies and you get paid a competitive salary whilst you work and learn.

What is the most challenging thing about your job? The most challenging part is ensuring all work 
is submitted on time. However, this is the same as university life with deadlines to meet and 
assignments to hand in. So if you have good time management skills you’ll be ok.

What advice would you give to anyone who would like to work in your industry? Get an 
apprenticeship.  Engineering is a very hands on industry and employers value work experience 
over everything else. An apprenticeship offers this experience alongside qualifications that most 
people would pay thousands for.  

Amy, EDAS Aero Apprentice at BAE Systems

What qualifications did you need and how did you apply? You need 5 A-C GCSE’s 
including maths and English. Then 3 C’s at A-level to include Maths and a STEM 
subject. You apply via an online form which is followed by aptitude tests and 
interviews. 

What advice would you give to anyone who would like to work in your industry? Look at the 
different ways you can get into teaching - there are so many different pathways- try and find the 
one that will work best for you. Remember that not every lesson will be perfect, listen to the 
feedback and always learn, don't worry if one lesson doesn't go to plan. It is a rewarding job and 
your colleagues are always there to help you out. 

which I have just completed, consist of training in different disciplines. We have undertaken 
training in BIT (Business Improvement techniques), CAD, Electronics and Fitting.  We are now 
moving onto our placements within the business. We get six five month placements in different 
sectors of the business. This helps us see all the sides of the business and choose what we would 
like to specialise in.

Matthew, British Transport Police Officer 
What qualifications did you need and how did you apply? I received 11 GCSE’s all 
A-C and three A-levels at Carr Hill. I then completed a two year diploma in Policing at 
UCLAN alongside working as a Special. 
 
What does a day in your job entail? A shift is typically 10 hours and can be an early 
shift, late shift or a night shift. However, the shift can be much longer depending on   

different factors such as a late arrest. No two shifts are the same and I can spend time patrolling 
Lime Street train station and surrounding areas, attending call outs and dealing with a range of 
crimes from theft and assault, to murder. 

What is the best thing about your job? I enjoy patrolling but I most enjoy following up arrests by 
interviewing the suspects. 

What does a day in your job entail? My job is constantly changing. The first six months, 

What is the most challenging thing about your job? Dealing with mental health on a daily basis 
which is on the rise. The worst part about my job is dealing with the death of somebody and also 
having to inform the next of kin.  
 
What advice would you give to anyone who would like to work in your industry? Get a good 
education as the police is professionalising and as such a degree is now required. A degree can 
be done privately funded by you, or be funded by the police force whilst working on the job.  

Carr Hill High School offers an extensive careers programme, including access to an impartical 
careers advisor. For Post 16 support and guidance please visit the careers section of the school 
website or contact our Personal Development Leader Mr N Beale: nbeale@carrhill.lancs.sch.uk
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37 students spent five days in the what is arguably one of the greatest cities in the world. Travelling 
over half term, Year 9 and Year 10 students experienced places such as the Rockefeller Center, 
the Empire State Building, the 9/11 Memorial Museum and the Statue of Liberty & Ellis Island. 
Students ate at the famous Planet Hollywood Restaurant, Hard Rock Café and Bubba Gump 
Shrimp Restaurant.
 
Students also had the chance to indulge in some retail therapy in one of the shopping capitals 
of the world, take the Subway, walk across Brooklyn Bridge, visit Wall Street and experience Times 
Square.

The trip, which has been open to students for a number of years, is designed to give students an 
insight into a different culture and the opportunity to experience and learn about some of the 
world’s most famous landmarks.

Assistance Headteacher Mr Johnstone said: “New York is an incredibly thriving, diverse and 
culturally interesting city and giving our students the chance to experience that each year is 
fantastic and something I know that they take so much from. The students who went on the trip 
this year were a credit to the school and it was brilliant seeing them enjoy the New York culture 
and learn from the many landmarks, museums and educational places we visited.”
 

Meet the Prefects
Head Girl-Emma
Why did you apply to become a prefect? I applied to become a prefect to 
challenge myself and to gain more leadership skills to use in later life.
What was the interview process like? The interview process was a new and 
challenging experience. It was a difficult but good experience for the future, 
and overall I enjoyed it.

What are you most looking forward to about the role? The bit of the job that I 
am looking forward to most is the ability to work with new people and guide 
them and learn from them too.
How did you feel when you found out you had got your role? When Mrs 
Beesley told me that I got the role of deputy I didn’t really know what I felt. I 
was surprised.

What are you most looking forward to about the role? The thing I am most 
looking forward to is making changes for the good. For every student in this 
school to be ‘proud to belong’. I want everyone to be able to be 
comfortable and be able to go to anyone for help not just teachers. 
What was the interview process like?  I was so nervous in my interview. 
However, I wanted this role, I wanted to prove to myself I could do it.

Why did you apply to become a prefect? I wanted to become prefect as I 
was previously a student council member and it is a step up from that. I can 
now have more influence on our school community.
What are you most looking forward to about the role? I am looking forward to 
giving back to the school as it has educated be over the last four years. I think 
I have a lot of good ideas to share.

How was the interview process? The interview was a little bit daunting but I just 
gave honest answers and it went well.
Why did you apply to become a prefect? I applied because I have gained a 
lot from school and I wanted to give something back.

Carr Hill High School has appointed a team of prefects to work alongside staff to continue to 
improve and develop the school community. Here we meet the Senior Prefects.

Head  Boy-James

Deputy Head Girl-Yolanda

Deputy Head Boy-Ollie 

Deputy Head Boy-Max 

How did you feel when you found out you had got your role? When I found 
out I had got the role I was beyond excited. I was very proud of myself that I 
managed to get the role of deputy head girl given that the other candidates 
were so strong. I was also very happy and eager to start my duties as deputy 
head girl.
What are you most looking forward to about the role? I am most looking 
forward to being able to work with different people and also experience 
responsibility within the school.

Deputy Head Girl-Hannah
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New York, New York  
Two Year 10 students who have recently returned from New York City share their experiences of 

the school trip.  

Joe
I really enjoyed the New York trip, I experienced 
many new things and had a wonderful time. I 
had been looking forward to this trip for a long 
time! 

My favourite part of the trip was walking 
around New York looking at all the tall and 
expensive buildings. Going into Times Square 
for the first time was absolutely breath-taking 
with bright lights all of the day and night.

The culture of New York and atmosphere is 
totally different from anywhere I have ever 
been. I know it’s a cliché but there was steam 
coming from manhole covers, yellow taxi cabs 
buzzing past you and the hustle and bustle of a 
busy city. Everyone was on the move, no one 
was stopping on the pavement unless it was to 
buy food from the street vendors scattered up 
and down the streets selling different kinds of 
food.

We visited many sites including the Empire State 
building, the Rockefeller centre, Central Park, 
the Statue of Liberty and the 9/11 Memorial. 
The visit to Ground Zero was incredibly moving 
as you walked over the actual foundations of 
where the twin towers stood.
 
There is so much to see and do in New York, 
that it’s hard to take it in. It doesn’t feel real, as 
monstrous buildings tower over you, 
everywhere is busy and the city is alive 24/7.I 
feel lucky to have been allowed to go on this 
trip as I had the experience of a lifetime! 

Niamh 
Day 1
We set off from school early in the morning on 
the coach. There was a lot of excitement on 
the coach. We finally got to our hotel after 
travelling for nine hours. We relaxed at the 
hotel for an hour before walking through Times 
Square to Planet Hollywood. I had a 
cheeseburger which I really enjoyed.

Day 2
On day two, we went to the Financial District 
where Mrs Clancy gave us a talk on the history 
of the area. Then we went out on the ferry to 
Ellis Island to the Statue of Liberty. We climbed 
up a lot of steps and saw the most amazing

view of the skyline of New York. We then walked 
over Brooklyn Bridge, which was amazing. In the 
evening we had dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe. 
We had a little time to spare so we went to the 
shops in our small groups.

Day 3
On day three, we visited the amazing 9/11 
memorial and museum. We had time in our small 
groups to explore the museum. I thought it really 
interesting. Afterwards, we took a short walk to St 
Paul’s Chapel. After lunch we went back down 
to Wall Street to experience the famous 
Charging Bull. Next we visited the museum of 
Natural History. For dinner, we went to Buca di 
Beppo Italian restaurant, which is located above 
Planet Hollywood. After that we went to the 
Empire State Building, this was my favourite part. 
We got to see New York at night, it was 
incredible. 

Day 4
On day four we got on the subway to Central 
Park Zoo. It was really fun to see all the animals. 
Soon after, we went shopping on 5th Avenue. 
We saw Tiffany & Co, Trump Tower and all of the 
high end shops. We had lunch and went back 
to the hotel and packed all of our things getting 
ready for travelling home the next day. For 
dinner, we went to Bubba Gump Shrimp 
restaurant, this was my favourite meal so far.

Day 5
On day five we arrived at the Rockefeller Centre 
and went to the Top of the Rock. It was so 
amazing because the sky was so clear and we 
got to see the sights of New York in daylight. 
From there on, we went to Macey’s shopping. 
Sadly, we then had to say goodbye to New York 
and draw the most amazing trip to an end.    
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The Dance department share their highlights from the spring term.

The spring term has been hugely successful for those involved in Dance both in and outside the 
classroom. Firstly, there was the much anticipated annual Dance Display which took place in Feb-
ruary and involved over 100 students. There were over 50 performances from the Dance Acade-
my, Elite Dance Company, Boys’ Dance Company, the Year 7 Dance Club and many 
others.  This year’s theme was ‘This Moment’ and featured both modern and contemporary 
dance routines with some pieces choreographed by Dance Teacher Miss O’Connor, others by 
former student Eliza Tiffen and others by the students themselves.”

In the same week, the Dance Academy was 
awarded Runner Up at the Wyre and Fylde Dance 
Competition. This was the first time the academy 
had performed in the competition which is held at 
the Blackpool Tower. The academy’s 15 members, 
who are in Year 11 and Year 13, performed a piece 
to the competition theme of ‘Diversity’. The Dance 
Academy choose to perform a piece called ‘The 
Tropics’ based on the creatures that inhabit a 
Rainforest and how they are all very different but 
co-exist in the same environment.  To create the 
piece, students researched individual animals and 
used the information and their characteristics to 
create the movement content. There were 20 
schools who took part in the competition.

Elsewhere, Year 9 and 10 students on the Level 2 
BTEC Dance course benefited from a taster session 
from a representative from the Salford based 
Lowry Theatre. The representative gave students a 
taster of the CAT (Centre for Advanced Training) 
programme they offer. The students also had the 
opportunity to take part in a workshop run by the 
National Dance Company Wales at the Blackpool 
Grand Theatre.

Meanwhile, the newly launched Boys Dance 
Company, which aims to encourage boys to 
engage with dance, created a choreographed 
gaming piece based on the popular game 
‘Fortnight’.

Dance students will also be attending a two night Performing Arts trip to London this summer 
where they will have the opportunity to watch two West End shows, Matilda and Everyone’s 
talking about Jamie. Students will also take part in a Pineapple Dance Studio workshop which will 
be delivered by stars of the West End.



P
ro

u
d

 t
o

 B
e

lo
n

g  
 

If you are interested in becoming a Student Author 
please email: ebateson@carrhill.lancs.sch.uk for more details. 

Student Author
Here we share some extracts from of our students’ work this term. To read the full pieces of 

writing please visit the news section of the school website.

Year 10 Benjamin The Secrets of The White Estate
Once there was a house called White Estate and, in this house, there were things that didn’t 
make sense like floating pictures and door’s that creaked. The house was on a street called 
Hornby Edge and it was isolated as it used to be a mental asylum before it became a house by 
the Lord of the Manor, Lord Bradford. It was a murky night when the thing that made the house 
be unable to live in happened. 

Year 10 Luke Agent 16 Part 1
Agent 16 was quickly rushed to a police station. He was treated like a terrorist, he tried explaining 
they had missed the terrorists. When they searched his belongings they found four phones, three 
stun grenades, two pistols and a broken mini drone. After three hours in a room with a one-way 
mirror someone finally came in. He dressed in a suit and tie and didn’t show any emotion. “Awful 
weather lately.” He said with an annoyed voice.“Its going to get worse before it gets better.” Said 
the agent. “You’re lucky I used to be a lawyer. You need to go to our New York headquarters, 
they know what you look like….”

Year 10 Benjamin The Assassin’s Last Victim Part 10
About a day’s time later, they had arrived in Hong Kong. He asked the lawyer, “Is this car okay to 
drive in Hong Kong?” The lawyer didn’t know and instead didn’t reply to him. He took that as a no 
and went on a hunt for some fake Hong Kong driver’s plate and license, for him and the lawyer. 
About an hour later, he arrived at a dark alleyway and the house was new. Very new. It looked 
like it had been finished last week. It looked almost too new in some strange way. It was as if it 
had rolled off a production line, but they had forgotten to apply the mandatory layer of colour to 
it. The windows were huge and seemingly inspired by something truly alien. Anyone could see into 
the house from an uncomfortable distance. 

Year 9 Adam 
Farming Game
That’s right I farm, from milo to silo to 
cutting wheat in, 
the heat and feeding cattle in the barn.  
Some think all I do is sit in my tractor  all 
day, 
but I got to do way more than that if I want 
to get good day’s pay. 
I’m always working to keep things going 
from fixing stuff to mowing.  
Hopefully, through this poem you’ll  go 
home knowin’ 
that without my harvesting you would go 
starving.  

Year 8 Harry  The Lord: The 
Secret of Kylo  Volume IV 
Lord Antonio loved The Door, it was amazing! It 
went so fast and could go anywhere, “Lord 
Antonio, can’t we just stop at a place for more 
than one minute?” plied David.  “But the universe is 
so amazing! I want to go everywhere!” “Fine, wait. 
What about the past?” said David. 
“Yes, of cause. I have never been to the past, have 
you?” asked Lord Antonio seriously. David stared at 
Antonio with a face just saying how stupid the 
question Lord Antonio had just asked was. After 
about five seconds Lord Antonio realised. “Oh” He 
chuckled. They grinned at each other.  “By the way, 
where do you want to go?” 
David replied  “How about the Dark Ages? That 
might be pretty cool” 
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