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12th September 2014 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
I would like to offer you a warm welcome back after what I hope was an enjoyable summer break. As I’m sure 
you are aware I will be the Acting Headteacher throughout the Autumn Term. I am looking forward to working 
with you and the dedicated team of staff to continue to maintain the hardworking, positive environment that 
is Carr Hill High School and Sixth Form Centre. 
 
Despite the school being closed to students for the summer it has been a busy time. The biggest event of the 
summer was the school’s exam results. Yet again Carr Hill High School and Sixth Form Centre students 
demonstrated dedication to their studies. Our A and AS Level students achieved the best results in the school’s 
history, celebrating a 99 per cent pass rate for year 13 pupils and a 90 per cent pass rate amongst year 12 
students. Year 10 and 11 pupils also had much to celebrate as the percentage of students gaining at least five 
passes, including Maths and English,  increased from last year and, alongside this, 20 per cent of all grades 
were  A*’s or A’s. Overall there were some fantastic achievements both individually and collectively, all 
students who sat exams should be very proud of themselves.  
 
Following exam success many of our year 11 students have chosen to continue their studies at Carr Hill Sixth 
Form Centre. The new year 12 have settled in well, whilst year 13 get ready to begin their UCAS applications 
during their final year of study at the school.    
 
But the summer was far from all about exams as the Sports Academy pupils started their holidays in South 
Africa on a Sports Tour having spent the last two years fundraising for the trip. The students had an incredible 
time and learnt a great deal from the families, schools and clubs they met on their journey. Three Sixth Form 
students spent time overseas as they embarked on a voluntary expedition to Tanzania, which was also funded 
via their own fundraising efforts.      
 
The Site Team has also had a busy summer and have used the school closure as an opportunity to fully 
refurbished the Art Block, replace carpet within the Hub and Atrium and undertake general facilities 
maintenance across the whole site. A number of staff have also offered a Summer School Programme for 
pupils from neighbouring Primary Schools giving the students the opportunity to take part in a selection of 
activities both at the school and in the local area. 

We welcome several new staff this year.   
Miss Beatson, Teacher of Art                   Mr Cope, Teacher of History         Miss Cranney, Teacher of English                                                            
Miss Hopkins, Teacher of Geography     Mr Cullinan, Teacher of MFL         Ms England, Teacher of Humanities 
Miss Valentine, Teacher of Maths           Miss Dawson, Teacher of Music   Mr Wright, Teacher of Technology          
Miss Clutton, Teaching Assistant             Mrs Vohra, Science Technician 
 

 Mr Stephenson (Assistant Director of Learning, Discovery Cluster) joins us from Abraham Guest 
Academy, 

 Mrs Stringfellow (Assistant Director of Learning, Innovation Cluster) joins us from Witton Park High 
School 

 Mrs Waldron (Assistant Director of Learning, Creativity Cluster) joins us from Cardinal Heenan 
Catholic High School Sports College  

 Mrs McDonough (Director of Learning, Creativity Cluster) joins us from Hemsworth Arts and 
Community Academy 
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Please note: 

 The school will close to all students at the earlier time of 1.15pm on Wednesday 24th September in 
preparation for the Open Evening Event. Buses have been ordered for early collection and students 
who are entitled to Free School Meals are invited to collect a lunch bag from the canteen at break 
time.  

 Advance notice that Tuesday 11th November is Year 11 Parent’s Evening. This is the last full Parent’s 
Evening for parents of Year 11 to attend in their child’s KS4 education. 

 The maximum daily spend for the canteen is £5 per day. If parents should wish to increase this please 
contact the Finance Manager, Mrs N Bell nbell@carrhill.lancs.sch.uk  

 Please see the end of this letter for details regarding applying for school places for September 2015. 

 The Friends of Carr Hill AGM will take place on Monday 15th September at the Bell and Bottle at 7pm. 
This is an opportunity for parents and carers, who may be interested in joining the Friends of Carr Hill, 
to learn more about the group. Please come along if you can.  

 We currently have four Parent Governor vacancies with immediate effect.  Parent Governors are 

elected by the parents of pupils at the School to serve a four year term of office.  Full details and 

further information about the role of a Governor will be available next week, on our website.  Please 

do have a look at this and if you wish to nominate yourself for this role, complete the nomination 

form and return it to school.   

 The School actively promotes improved Literacy.  Part of our Literacy strategy includes, all Year 7s and 
8s taking part in ERIC (Everyone Reads in Class).  Please ensure your child brings a suitable reading 
book to school every day.  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to say that I look forward to the term ahead which promises to be packed 
with new learning and extra-curricular prospects.   
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Mr J Doyle 

 
Acting Headteacher 
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Dates for Your Diary  Autumn 2014 

DATE EVENT TIME VENUE 

Fri 19th Sept P16 Freshers’ Fayre All day  

Wed 24th Sept Main School Open Evening 6pm   

Fri 26th Sept Yr11 Hothersall Lodge Trip 3.10pm  

Thurs 7th Oct School Photographs All Day  

Fri 17th Oct Yr11 Hothersall Lodge Trip 3.10pm  

Thurs 23rd Oct School closes for Half-Term break 3.10pm  

Fri 24th Oct Inset Day All Day  

Mon 27th- Fri 31st Oct Half-Term break N/a  

Mon 3rd Nov School opens to all students 8.55am  

Tues 11th Nov Y11 Parents’ Evening 4pm  

Fri 14th Nov Children in Need Non-Uniform Day 8.55am  

Wed 26th Nov Yr9 Parents’ Evening 4pm  

Wed 3rd Dec Sixth Form Open Evening 6pm   

Fri 19th Dec School closes for Christmas Holiday 1.15pm  

 

Applying for School Places for September 2015 
 
For Lancashire resident families who will require a primary or secondary school place in September 2015 the means of 
application is via Lancashire’s online system at: 
 
www.lancashire.gov.uk (then search “school admissions”) 
 
This will go live from 1 September 2014.  It is quick and easy to use and offers an email receipt of all submitted applications.  
Please ensure that you hit the “submit” button when you are ready to send in your completed online application.  You must 
apply even in you already have siblings at your preferred school or academy.  If you live in Lancashire you can include out of 
area preferences on your online application. 
 
If you have submitted and received an email acknowledgement of an online application you can log back onto the system 
during the application period to view this.  If however, you go back into your original application this may have been over 
written (it definitely will if you make changes).  It will then no longer be valid.  This applies for all changes, even very minor 
ones e.g. hyphens, apostrophes and type corrections. 
 
To ensure that you online application remains valid you are therefore strongly advised to press the re-submit button if you 
revisit the system at any time during the application period (whether or not changes were made).  You should then receive 
a further confirmation email. 
 
The closing dates for applications for September 2015 are at 11-59 p.m. on: 
 
Secondary school applications – 31 October 2014 
Primary school applications – 15 January 2015 
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